
 

Something happened ten years 
ago which, in one simple incident, 

made it clear to me why God had 
called me to the work of the Society 
for the Protection of Unborn Children 
(SPUC). And I hope that this incident 
will explain to everyone reading this 
article today why we must never stop 
fighting abortion.

It was my privilege to work for SPUC 
for 47 years, first as a volunteer, then 
as general secretary, and finally as 
chief executive. I retired at the end of 
August 2021.

In 2012, a new abortion clinic was 
opened by Marie Stopes International 
(MSI) in Preston, in the North of 
England. SPUC’s local branch had 
invited me to speak at a public 
meeting to draw attention to the 
true nature and business practice 
of MSI; an organization whose brutal 
attitude to both unborn children and 
their mothers has since been well 
documented by Obianuju Ekeocha, 
the leader of Culture of Life Africa.

Half an hour before the meeting 
started, I was standing alone in St. 

Augustine’s Leisure Centre, the big 
sports hall in which it was due to be 
held. A gentleman arrived, around 
my age, who walked over to me. He 
handed me an envelope, with my 
name on one side and “THANK YOU” 
written in block capitals on the back. 
He said he wasn’t able to attend the 
meeting that evening, but he wanted 
to deliver his message personally. He 
wished me well and left.

I opened the envelope. Inside was 
a donation and the following words 
written on to a page torn from a diary 
which was dated 20th February. It 
read:

Your first smile … I will never see

Your first words … I will never hear

My strong hands will never stretch out

To guide your unsteady steps

No whispered lullabies to a sleepy 
head

I will never wait at a school yard gate

Or watch with pride a nativity play

No school photographs on my 
mantelpiece

No first communion dress for me to 
buy

What would you have been like?

Pretty or plain? … Clever or slow?

It doesn’t matter … You were mine.

When you died you were not tenderly 
laid in a snow-white coffin

No family or friends were gathered

To say goodbye

A man in a mask

Was your only companion

A plastic bucket

Was your resting place

Your only headstone

“Clinical Waste”

No-one remembers you

But I do

No-one misses you

But I do.

I don’t know anything about the 
gentleman who honoured me with 
a brief greeting at St Augustine’s 
Leisure Centre Sports Hall in Preston 
ten years ago, nor anything about the 
history of the beautiful and deeply 
moving poem he gave me. I simply 
pray for everyone whose personal 
history may be reflected in the lines 
above. 

The message from my anonymous 
visitor is not just for me. It is for 
everyone engaged in the pro-life 
battle and for those of a time to 
come, when programmes of state-
sanctioned murder, now enforced in 
almost every country of the globe, 
will be no more. We must never stop 
fighting abortion. ■ 
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Dear Mr. Bryan May, Member of Parliament for Cambridge,

It is our privilege to wish you happiness and pray God’s wisdom for you at the start of 2022, as we 
acknowledge the times are difficult and the challenges of your office will be many.  Please know 
that many of your constituents represented by this letter are praying for you as you strive to serve 
everyone responsibly and fairly.

From previous meetings and communications with us, you already know that we at Cambridge 
Right to Life (CRTL) represent several hundred members who are all about valuing and protecting 
human life from its beginnings at conception until natural death.

We believe HUMAN LIFE IS UNIQUELY SPECIAL, made by God in His image. 
We believe EACH HUMAN LIFE IS VALUABLE. 
We LOVE HUMAN LIFE and are supportive of every effort which protects and nurtures it.

We write to you to express that we are feeling an unjust and considerable threat by Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau’s statement of intent in his Liberal Party’s platform of 2021 to “No longer provide 
charity status to anti-abortion organizations (for example, Crisis Pregnancy Centres) that provide 
dishonest counseling to women about their rights and about options available to them at all stages 
of pregnancy.”

Mr. May, we are considerably concerned for our own organization’s existence, as our PM might 
consider the pro-life education and scientifically accurate information CRTL presents as “dishonest” 
when measured beside his standard which promotes abortion as the state-sanctioned solution to 
women’s health problems.  How will the term ‘dishonest’ be defined?

Additionally, we are extremely concerned for the welfare and futures of Pregnancy Resource 
Centres in our nation and local community.  These centres are focussed on helping women and 
men grapple with their situation of an unplanned or otherwise challenging pregnancy.  The centres 
are based on the truth that ABORTION IS NOT A ‘ONE SIZE FITS ALL’ SOLUTION.  With compassion and 
sensitivity, their staff listen, offer tests (pregnancy tests and, as available, ultrasounds done by 
nurses on-site), present scientifically sound information and offer options of support (emotional, 
financial, and material) to enable the OTHER CHOICE of a supported birth and a strong start for the 
whole family, however that family looks.  When post-abortive individuals come in with physical, 
emotional, and spiritual complications, they are helped with the same care and sensitivity as their 
life-choosing counterparts.  Like many other charitable organizations, the Pregnancy Resource 
Centres exist to address a need in the community.  They are engaged in activities that are aimed 
at improving lives in the community.  There is no discrimination in whom they serve.  They provide 
a source of HOPE for those who are struggling and seeking support to deal with what is a life-
changing situation (whether they cho[o]se to keep their child or not.)

Mr. May, we believe that the services of Pregnancy Resource Centres and Cambridge Right to Life 
provide necessary health- and life-affirming services in our community.  They merit government 
affirmation and designation of charitable status.  Many donors are able to contribute to building 
a community that enriches their lives and the lives of others because the use of charitable tax 
donations fills a need for both the donor and the charity.  Removal of the designation of charitable 
tax status will hurt everyone, and especially those who seek options other than abortion.  Stripping 
Pregnancy Resource Centres and educational pro-life groups of this status could cost them the 
loss of generous donors and that loss could cost them their ability to exist.  We sincerely hope and 
pray that this is NOT our Prime Minister’s intent?!

It also occurs to us, that without the availability of these life-supporting services, our already 
overburdened health system will see a new spike in individuals seeking help for depression, 
substance abuse and suicidal behaviour—frequent and grave outcomes of abortions done when 
no other option looked possible.  Hereby a new crisis is inflicted on our health system.

For all the above reasons, Mr. May, please encourage us and our community by standing up 
for charitable tax support and the right to exist of Pregnancy Resource Centres and pro-life 
organizations as they work to educate and support the health of women, men and children in our 
nation and community.  Thank you.

Respectfully yours for Life,

Myra Klaassen, 
President, Cambridge Right to Life

SPEAK UP
lifefor

At this time of year, CRTL 
hosts our Speak up For Life 
Event to commemorate the 
anniversary of the day the 
Supreme Court of Canada 
struck down our abortion 
law (Jan 28, 1988), which 
made abortion available 
on-demand. We typically 
visit the office of one of our 
representatives to bring 
forward a timely concern. 
Unfortunately with the 
current COVID restrictions, 
we have had to cancel our 
event, but we delivered the 
following letter (right) to MP 
Bryan May on your behalf. 

Please consider following 
up with Mr. May about this 
concerning issue.

Bryan May, Ottawa Location:

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON

K1A 0A6

(No postage required!)

Email: bryan.may@parl.gc.ca

Bryan May, Cambridge Office:

534 Hespeler Road

Suite A4

Cambridge ON N1R 6J7

Phone: 519.624.7440

Email: bryan.may@parl.gc.ca

CRTL writes to MP Bryan May denouncing 
Trudeau’s latest attack on pro-life orgs



This is a story about two people sharing one body. 
Maybe even three people. Or four.

Back in the late 19th century, a German scientist named 
Georg Schmorl made a remarkable discovery: Cells from a 
baby can hide out in a mother’s body, after birth.

More than a hundred years later, scientists are just 
beginning to figure out what these cells are doing. And 
their findings may have implications for how cancer and 
autoimmune diseases affect women.

But the discovery also means something else. Something 
that’s a bit mind-boggling: You likely have cells from 
your older siblings in your body. And cells from your 
grandmother, maybe even your great-grandmother.

Here’s how.

Pregnancy has every element of an alien invasion, says Dr. 
Hilary Gammill, a fetal medicine expert at the University of 
Washington in Seattle.

The fetus has different genes than the mom. So in a sense, 
she’s a foreigner inside the mom’s body. And the placenta 
literally invades the mother’s body, Gammill says.

As the placenta grows, it reaches out and grabs onto the 
mom’s arteries to control blood flow. “The human placenta 
is one of the most invasive placentas,” compared to those 
in other animals, Gammill says.

This ensures the fetus has nutrients. But in the process 
the baby ends up giving the mother a gift. “There’s a very 
large amount of fetal material that is sloughed off into 
the mother’s circulation,” says Dr. J. Lee Nelson, also at 
the University of Washington. “This material is widely 
circulating in the mom’s body.”

Nelson has been studying this rogue fetal material for 
more than 20 years. It contains DNA from the fetus, tiny 

pieces of the placenta and potent fetal cells. They travel 
around the mom’s bloodstream and sneak into her organs.

“They can go to the liver and become liver cells, or go into 
the heart and become muscle cells,” Nelson says. Fetal 
cells can even cross the blood-brain barrier and turn into 
neurons.

When scientists first started studying fetal cells in 
mothers, the cells got a bad reputation. They have been 
linked to preeclampsia and autoimmune diseases, such as 
scleroderma.

But, as time went on, more studies began to suggest that 
in some situations fetal cells can be beneficial to moms, 
Nelson says. “I think you’ve got to think of these cells as 
friends,” she says.

Scientists have found fetal cells in scar tissues, specifically 
scars left by C-sections. These cells make collagen. So 
the fetus could be helping the mom recover after birth by 
repairing wounds.

Fetal cells also are linked to an overall reduced risk of 
rheumatoid arthritis and are thought to protect against 
breast cancer.

One hypothesis is that fetal cells may act like little 
sentinels, watching out for breast cancer cells and killing 
them. “We haven’t caught them in the act yet to say for 
sure that’s what they are doing,” Gammill says. But some 
studies suggest this could be the case.

For autoimmune diseases, the baby’s genes likely 
determine whether the fetal cells are friends or foes, 
Nelson says. Specifically, if a gene involved in immune 
recognition matches too closely to the mom’s genes, the 
cells could trigger autoimmunity. But otherwise, they may 
be protective.
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IT IS STRESSFUL TO KILL SOMEBODY
By Alex Schadenberg, 
Executive Director Euthanasia Prevention Coalition

“Being an optimist, I think the benefits 
will outweigh the times when they’re 
problematical,” Nelson says. “So it’s 
actually a beautiful cooperation.”

And it’s not just the mom that gets an 
extra set of cells.

“We’ve been talking about a very one-
sided story. ... This is a bidirectional 
process,” says Amy Boddy, a 
postdoctoral fellow at Arizona State 
University who recently wrote a 
review on this topic.

“Cells from the mom also cross the 
placenta and enter the fetal body,” 
Boddy says. And that means you’ve 
got your mom’s cells inside you.

But it also means you’re likely closer 
to your older brother or sister than 
you might think.

Since your mom had cells in her body 
from all her other pregnancies and 
her mom, that means you likely have 
cells from your older siblings, and 
from your grandmother, and maybe 
even your great-grandmother.

“You can keep going up the family 
tree pretty far,” Boddy says.

So far, scientists haven’t actually 
seen these “grandma cells” in 
anyone’s body. But if they do exist, 
then it means we are all walking 
around with a whole family tree 
inside of us. ■
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A research article by Nancy Preston, a Professor of supportive and 
palliative care at Lancaster University, published by The Conversation 

on December 8, outlines studies concerning the experience of medical 
professionals who participate in euthanasia. She reports that it is 
stressful to kill someone.

Under the topic of Uneasy relationship, Preston writes: Several 
research studies on assisted dying conducted at Lancaster University 
have highlighted the practical and ethical challenges for healthcare 
professionals who are asked by patients to support medically assisted 
dying. Interviews with medical practitioners often indicate an uneasy 
relationship for many healthcare workers with this practice.

In [the Netherlands], where both medically assisted suicide and 
euthanasia are permissible, healthcare workers supporting patients 
with an assisted death described the work as emotionally demanding, 
particularly for less experienced professionals. Even when healthcare 
professionals are trained to support patients in this area, some feel they 
can do only one or two cases a year.

One doctor interviewed for the study said: “I had a colleague who was 
all for it [assisted dying] and she’s ‘I can’t do it anymore’ because even 
if you are in favour of it, it becomes a burden when you do it three or four 
times. It is stressful to kill somebody.”

Some healthcare workers in the study even applied to work in places 
where assisted dying did not occur. Others were more comfortable being 
involved but agreed it was never a normal death and they remembered 
each one.

Preston comments on research related to the conflict with preventing 
suicide and assisted suicide. She writes:

Interviews with hospice staff in Washington in the US, where a form 
of medically assisted dying is available, found that they encountered 
different types of suicide, and felt conflicted and powerless about wanting 
to prevent suicide on one hand and supporting a patient’s decision on the 
other.

The assisted suicide lobby is trying to normalize assisted suicide as 
a form of medical treatment. Even medical professionals who support 
assisted suicide found it stressful to kill somebody. ■

FETAL CELLS MAY PROTECT MOM
By Michaeleen Doucleff 
Reprinted from npr.org 
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